
BIFGA has organised “virtual farm visits”, to some of our members’ farms in some of the main UK fruit 

growing regions. As you scroll through the following pages, you will find photographs taken by our “hosts” 

showing scenes on their farms, on (or around) the 1st May 2020. These “virtual farm visits” are being gen-

erously sponsored by some of our Associate Members—please reciprocate, and support them whenever 

possible. 

If this “event” is a success, we may consider arranging something similar later in the year. Accordingly, if 

you are a grower who is willing to be a “host” farm, and send us some photographs (by smart phone is 

fine) or if you are an Associate Member who has goods and services that you would like to bring to the 

attention of our members, please let the BIFGA Secretary know. 

Please scroll down to the next page for a list and map showing the farms that we are visiting. You will also 

find a list of the sponsors for this event, whose presentations are included “along the way”.  We do hope 

that you will find the “event“ to be both interesting, and informative. 

 

WELCOME  

   TO THE 

      BIFGA 

         “VIRTUAL” 

SPRING FARM VISITS! 



BIFGA  “VIRTUAL”  SPRING FARM VISITS      MAY 2020 

Our “virtual tour” starts in Devon, proceeding in a clockwise direction via Worcestershire,  Lincolnshire, 

Cambridgeshire, North Kent, East Kent, West Kent, and East Sussex. “Along the way” we will have 

presentations from the sponsors for this event, and conclude our tour with “virtual refreshments”!! 

Host farms: 

1. Richard and Mark Smedley, Four Elms Fruit Farm, Sidmouth, Devon 

2. Nicholas Dunsby, Cotswolds Orchards, Nr. Broadway, Worcestershire 

3. Ian Scaman, Galley Hill Farm, Alford, Lincolnshire 

4. Martin Miller, James Mackle Ltd. UK, Decoy Farm, Wisbech, Cambridgeshire 

5. Nigel Stewart, A C Goatham & Sons, Turkey Hall Farm, Upper Stoke, North Kent 

6. David Bradley, Selson Farm House, Eastry, Sandwich, East Kent 

7. Viv Tanna, Orchard Lodge Farm, East Malling, West Kent 

8. Peter Kedge, Victoria Farm, Golden Green, Tonbridge, West Kent 

9. Colin Corfield, Owl House Fruit Farm, Lamberhurst, West Kent 

10. John Dench, Ringden Farm, Hurst Green, East Sussex 
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Alphabetical list of sponsors: 

Agrovista, Rutherford House, Nottingham Science & Technology Park, Nottinghamshire 

Certis, 1 Riverside, Suite 5 Granta Park, Great Abington, Cambridgeshire 

Farmable, c/o 3 Montrose Gardens, Oxshott, Surrey 

J R Breach, Chittenden Orchards, Staplehurst, Kent 

Orchard Cooling, Rumwood Green Farm, Maidstone, Kent 

SCS Ltd., Bridge House, Hop Pocket Lane, Paddock Wood, Kent 

UKCA Ltd., Unit 4 Hoads Farm, Sedlescombe, East Sussex 

Weatherby Hamilton, Hall Farm Stables, Stetchworth, Newmarket, Suffolk 



FARM VISIT TO FOUR ELMS FRUIT FARM 

Location: Four Elms Fruit Farm, Sidmouth, Devon approximately 200’ above sea level 

Hosts: Richard and Mark Smedley 

Main Crops: Apples 

Other enterprises:  Apple shop, apple juice, craft cider 

Braeburn orchards (Mariri Red and 

Lochbuie clones) on M9 

Braeburn orchards 

(Lochbuie clone) on 

M9 rootstock 

Self-fertile Cox clone 18 on rootstock MM106 



Gala (Galaxy clone) orchard on M9 

Gala (Galaxy clone) fruitlets on M9 rootstock 

Team Photo—left to right (Trevor Vincent, Richard Smedley, Mark Smedley) National Fruit Show Champions single and 

blended variety apple juice category (11th time winners….) 



 

 

 

 

Continued support from Agrovista Fruit 

 British fruit growers continue to receive specialist 

expertise and advice regarding all aspects of      

agronomy, despite the challenges the nation faces     

as a result of COVID-19 (coronavirus). 

Working practices have been adjusted in order to   

adhere to Government guidance and social              

distancing protocols, but otherwise, Agrovista        

continues to deliver its services to the highest   

standards possible. 

Crop walking continues, albeit remotely from farmers and their employees. This is supported 

by cloud-based agronomy tools AXIS and Greenlight Grower Management (GLGM). Using 

this technology is helping Agrovista to share information with customers in real-time without 

the need for face-to-face contact. 

In top fruit, Growers Choice Interactive (GCI) online disease and pest forecasting service is 

helping growers to maximise the efficiency of crop protection products – optimising timings 

and avoiding unnecessary applications. 

Agrovista’s comprehensive soil health services also continue to be delivered, providing the 

chemical, physical and biological solutions required to ensure healthy soils that support fruit 

production. 

Depots remain open, deliveries continue to take place and delivery drivers have been trained 

to comply with advised personal protection measures. Unfortunately, some of the fruit trade 

shows and events that Agrovista was due to exhibit at have since been cancelled, so custom-

ers are encouraged to visit the website for updates and information. 

Agrovista is proud to support British food production    

during these unprecedented times, so encourages       

customers to stay connected and access the wide     

range of expertise on offer. Let’s feed the nation.  

Contact Agrovista: 

Mark Davies, Head of Fruit: 

07979703526 / mark.davies@agrovista.co.uk 

Alex Radu, Technical Manager for Fruit 

07767456320 / alex.radu@agrovista.co.uk 

www.agrovista.co.uk 

 

mailto:mark.davies@agrovista.co.uk
mailto:alex.radu@agrovista.co.uk
mailto:alex.radu@agrovista.co.uk
http://www.agrovista.co.uk


Farm visit to Cotswold Orchards 

We’d like to welcome you all to Cotswold Orchards which is 

based near Broadway in Worcestershire. In 1948 my Grandfa-

ther purchased around 5 acres of land where the farm buildings 

are now, and over the years we have expanded into what we 

have today. Today, myself, Nicholas and my daughter Sarah-

Jayne run the farm where we have around 130 acres of apples, 

as well as half an acre of Victoria plums. Cox and Gala make up 

around 90% of our acreage, we also grow Discovery, Worcester 

Permain, Egremont Russet, Spartan and more recently Cameo. 

This year, so far so good. The long dry spell we have had, was 

perfect weather for the bees to do a fantastic job of pollination. 

Fruit set generally is excellent, but as you all know in this job, there’s a still a long way to go until harvest.  

These Gala were planted in 2016 on M9 with a spac-

ing of 4m x 0.8m. There were plums here before 

these apples, we used to have up to 50 acres of 

plums, but have decided in recent years to concen-

trate more on apples.  

These Cameo are our latest orchard to be plant-

ed. They were planted last year on M9’s with 4m 

x 0.8m spacing. This is the first orchard of this 

variety for us. 



This is our oldest orchard on the farm, predominantly 

Cox with a few Spartan. They were planted back in 

1986 on M9 with a 3m x 4m spacing. Despite the old 

age of this orchard, it still crops consistently.  

This is our largest Cox orchard on 

the farm and was planted in 2006 

on M9 on double row beds. There 

is a mixture of self fertile Cox and 

La Vera Cox. Slightly behind the 

Gala and Cameo we have seen in 

the previous pictures. But looking 

like there will be plenty of apples 

here.  

We feel very lucky to have a farm with such 

stunning views. Depending on where you 

stand, we can see the Vale of Evesham, 

Broadway and far into the Cotswolds.  

Thank you for taking part in our virtual tour, I hope you have en-

joyed it. We wish you all the very best for up coming season and we 

look forward to touring virtually around other farms with BIFGA.  



http://www.certiseurope.co.uk/fruit


FARM VISIT TO GALLEY HILL FARM 

Location: Galley Hill Farm, Alford, Lincolnshire - 50’ above sea level. Approximately 6 miles from 

the north sea (Mablethorpe) 

Hosts: Ian and Sandra Scaman 

Main Crops: Apples, soft fruit 

Other enterprises: Pick-your-own soft fruit; caravan and camping site; homemade jams, jellies and 

chutneys 

Ian flattening mole-hills. 

A mixed orchard  

including Jonag-

old, Fiesta, Fal-

staff and Sunset 

Fruitlets on a  Conference 

Cottage jams and preserves made with orchard produce 
and pick your own soft fruit.  



Bramley on M9 

Bonnie keeping an eye 

on Bee 

Bee the cat, relaxing in a Bramley 
tree 



http://www.farmable.tech/
http://www.farmable.tech/
http://www.farmable.tech/download


FARM VISIT TO DECOY FARM 

Location: Decoy Farm, Gorefield, Wisbech approximately 5’–12 ’ above sea level  

Host:  Martin Miller of James Mackle Ltd. UK  

Main Crops: Apples 

Other enterprises:  Fruit processing 

This is our youngest orchard in its 3rd season. 

Planted on an M9 rootstock at 1.8m by 3.6m. 

Last year it suffered heavy drought during the 

summer but trees have recovered nicely and we 

will be picking fruit off these for the first season 

We are situated on the SW side of Wisbech nearly 

on the Lincolnshire border. Our farm is mainly sandy 

loam soil type with heavier clay mixed in places. 

We grow only Bramley with various pollinators at a 

rate of 8/1 such as Derby, Grenadier and Golden 

Delicious 



A bin of Bramley taken from 

store from last year’s crop  

Below here we see a different orchard with “fruit 

wall” system. Grown as a hedge systematically 

pruned by hand in winter and machine in summer it 

is proving to be highly effective way of growing 

Bramley  



J R BREACH 

CHEERFULL GOLDTM    STARDANCETM    CABARETTM   MISTY ROSETM   

Please contact us for wholesale supplies of the products below 

DALIVAL  FRUIT TREES & ROOTSTOCKS 

DESINDO  STAKES & BAMBOO 

STILMER  METAL POLES 
also, the following exclusive NuvarTM varieties 

www.jrbreach.com                            01580 891756 

Dear BIFGA members 

We at J R Breach sincerely hope that you are all coping well with the extra problems 

caused by COVID 19, and that it is not having too serious an impact on your businesses. 

Whilst maintaining “social distancing”, we are still trying to operate normal business 

hours as far as possible. If, however, you are unable to contact us in person, please 

leave a message on 01580 891756, or email us at: office@jrbreach.com  

We are currently taking orders for fruit trees for the 2020/21 and 2021/22 planting sea-

sons. We are also supplying Desindo stakes and bamboo, and Stilmer metal poles, for 

new plantations. Please contact us for possible delivery dates. 

Let’s hope that the weather will be kind during the months ahead, enabling our grow-

ers to produce some fine crops of top quality British fruit. 

Best wishes   The J R Breach Team     www.jrbreach.com 

J.R.BREACH Partners: JR Breach, R Breach and PJW Breach 

Chittenden Orchards, Staplehurst, Kent TN12 0EX  

T: 01580 891756        E: office@jrbreach.com   W: jrbreach.com 

 FRUIT TREES    ROOTSTOCKS 

TREE STAKES   RAILWAY SLEEPERS 

http://www.jrbreach.com
http://www.jrbreach.com
mailto:office@jrbreach.com


FARM VISIT TO TURKEY HALL FARM 

Location: Turkey Hall Farm, Upper Stoke, Kent 

Hosts:  Nigel Stewart, Technical Director, AC Goatham & Son 

Main Crops: Apples, pears 

Gala at Turkey Hall Farm, 

Malmaynes Road, Upper Stoke, 

Kent 

Gala orchard planted in 2015 

when Turkey Hall was trans-

formed under a new 25 year lease. 

Turkey Hall is 175 acres and plant-

ed with Gala, Cox and Conference 

pears. 

Moth trap has been deployed 



After a long dry and sunny period 

lasting for much of April, we  had much 

needed heavy rain on the two—three 

days before the pictures were taken on 

1st May. Blossom is beginning to make 

way for the new fruitlets. 

The orchard team were out on 1st 

May tying up the tops of the trees. 



http://www.orchardcooling.co.uk/


FARM VISIT TO Selson Farm 

Location: Eastry, Sandwich, Kent 

Host: David Bradley 

Main Crops: Apples, pears, cherries 

Other enterprises:  Farm campsite 

Legacy pear orchard, age 50 plus years, Conference 

and Comice. 

Braeburn Hillwell planted 08/09 on m9 at 1.5 by 3.5m. 

Average 54 tph over last 5 years. 

8 year old Gala Schniga orchard on M9 

and planted at 3.5m by 1.15m. 



Farm campsite currently closed due to the lockdown. 

Hoping to open by July with reduced occupancy. 

1.3 H mixed cherry orchard planted in single rows at 4m by 2m in 2013. It has 

a single row Filpack covering system. 



                                                               

 

SCS AND DEALING WITH THE CORONAVIRUS 

We are pleased to confirm that SCS Ltd are fully operational, our technicians and engineers are 

fulfilling orders for new analysers and controlled atmosphere requirements, with servicing, repairs 

and emergency call outs being undertaken as per usual.   

Construction of new cold storage buildings is ongoing with measures put in place for our staff and 

clients safety with a strong emphasis on following Government Guidelines. We have an induction 

system where all members of staff have to report to the site Manager to have their temperature 

taken on arrival, with a wash & sanitizer station on entry, with gloves, masks and all necessary PPE 

compulsory. Anyone showing signs of any symptoms will be refused entry to site and sent home 

to self-isolate. 

Toolbox talks on Coronavirus at Induction stage are being carried out so all site staff are aware of 

the necessary protocol when entering the site.  

Additionally, all staff that are able to, are working remotely from home, any requests for quota-

tions are being dealt with in our usual efficient way and you can still contact us with any queries.  

We are here to help in this difficult time. 

Anyone requiring information, materials or placing orders for buildings or servicing, please see 

below contact details. 

Any enquiries please contact any of the above appropriate contacts for more information, 

or visit our website  www.storagecontrol.ltd 

 

OFFICE 

Suzanne Pizzey (Accounts and Admin) 

Tel: 01892 831702 

Email: suzannep@storagecontrol.com 

 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Jake Taylor (Construction Coordinator) 

M: 07864 859390 

Email: jake@storagecontrol.com 

Mark Bigg (Construction Manager) 

M: 07803 409186 
Email: markb@storagecontrol.com 
Dean Giles 
M: 07803409184 
Email: deang@storagecontrol.com 

PRODUCTION AND INSTRUMENTS DEPARTMENT 
Kevin Johnson (Production Manager) 
Tel: 01892 831702 
Email: kevinj@storagecontrol.com 
 

SAFEPODS 
Andy Cottam 
M: 07977 044412 
Email: andyc@storagecontrol.com 
 
CONTROLLED ATMOSPHERE 
Trevor Underdown 
M: 07980 869733 
Email: trevoru@storagecontrol.com 

http://www.storagecontrol.ltd
mailto:suzannep@storagecontrol.com
mailto:jake@storagecontrol.com
mailto:deang@storagecontrol.com
mailto:kevinj@storagecontrol.com
mailto:andyc@storagecontrol.com
mailto:trevoru@storagecontrol.com


FARM VISIT TO Orchard Lodge Farm 

Location: East Malling, Kent 

Host: Viv Tanna 

Main Crops: Apples, pears , cherries 

Welcome to Orchard Lodge. Let’s take a look at what is hap-

pening on the farm.  

Brookfield Gala planted in 2013—some frost damage but ap-

pears to have recovered well 

Red Windsor 

orchard 

planted in 

2014—

virtually 

nothing left 

after a hard 

frost about 

3 weeks 

ago. 

Mondial gala planted in 1995—after a hard frost 3 weeks 

ago all the buds appeared to be dead but it seems to have 

made a miraculous recovery, although the crop will be light. 

This is a   

Flandres Cox 

orchard that 

seems to be 

going bienni-

al. Never had 

that in Cox 

before.          

Is this due to 

climate 

change? 



The bees are really busy on this Comfrey 

growing at the side of the track 

Mariri Red orchard planted in 2014—some trees 

have a full crop but many are almost totally blind. 

Lochbuie Braeburn orchard planted in 2009. It looks like we will 

get a full crop if we can escape any late frosts. 

Conference fruitlets on trees planted in 1988 Comice pear fruitlets on trees planted in 1988 

Peter applying foliar feed in the Conference orchard. 

This new Andreoli sprayer really packs a punch 



This is our latest piece of kit—a Drosotron fertigation 

system for our cherry orchards 

Kordia/Regina cherries planted 2010—netted with covers 

furled at the top ready to roll down when needed. 

 Kordia cherries  
Skeena cherries under netting—hope they don’t all run off! 

Cherry orchard planted in 2016—various varieties netted 

this year using just poles and wires 

Cherry orchard planted in 2010—Skeena cherries under netting 



http://www.ukcaltd.com/


FARM VISIT TO Victoria Farm 

Location: Golden Green, Tonbridge, Kent 

Hosts: Peter and Gina Kedge 

Main Crops: Apples 

Peter in a single row 15 year old Bramley on M9 

Cox fruitlet in a 

single row on 

M9 (15 year old 

trees) 

A 4 year old Braeburn orchard on M9 in single rows  



Peter outside the 

packhouse with Alfie 

Gala fruitlets on 5 year old trees on 

M9 in single rows. 

A 5 year old Cameo orchard (taken 

on the 23rd April) on M9 in single 

rows  



mailto:jmcirvine@weatherbyshamilton.co.uk
mailto:pmroberts167@hotmail.co.uk


FARM VISIT TO Owl House Fruit Farm 

Location: Lamberhurst, Kent 

Hosts: Colin and Suzie Corfield 

Main Crops: Apples 

Other enterprises:  Owlett Fruit Juice 

Cheerfull Gold with good initial 

set and some late blossom 

10 year old Cheerfull Gold with 70 

year old Worcester Pearmain 

Cox with patchy blossom 

General comments:  

Worcester and Bramley, plenty of blossom but Russet 

and Cox patchy with some trees blind. 

Red Windsor, Cheerfull Gold and Jonaprince generally 

adequate for a good crop if the set is average. 



NEW MEMBERS WANTED! 

BIFGA is always keen to  

recruit new members! 

BIFGA “APPLE IDENTIFICATION COMPETITION,” NATIONAL FRUIT SHOW 2019 

Please contact the  BIFGA Secretary for an information/joining pack, or visit the BIFGA website 

 

Tel: 01892 724540          Email: secretary@bifga.org.uk          Website: www.bifga.org.uk 

Please help if you can, by recommending membership to some 

of your friends and neighbours. 

 Both Full and Associate membership available. 

http://www.bifga.org.uk


FARM VISIT TO Ringden Farm 

Location: Hurst Green, East Sussex 

Hosts: John Dench 

Main Crops: Apples, pears 

Other enterprises:  Ringden Farm Fruit Juices, Bottling and Canning  

3rd leaf Braeburn fruitlets 

3rd leaf Goldrush blossom 

3rd leaf Braeburn fruitlets 



3rd leaf Comice blossom 

Conference and Comice 

planted winter 2018 

Misty Rose fruitlets 



A rather wet pear orchard 

Concorde blossom 

Concorde fruitlets 

Canning plant 



Local Kent based catering company  

Run by husband and wife team  

Michael & Caroline Wilding  

 

We are offering a delivery service during this difficult time  

Check out our Facebook page Dine Thyme for more details  

We do a contactless doorstop deliver with payment by bacs  

 

And once we get back to normal we can cater for you from  

Family picnic, birthday party, weddings and everything else that requires great 

food  

For details  

dinethyme@yahoo.co.uk 

Will deliver within 10 miles radius of ME17 3HS 

Mobile phone 079 690 10565 

mailto:dinethyme@yahoo.co.uk


VOTE OF THANKS    
by  

John Breach, BIFGA Chairman 

 
I am very pleased to have this opportunity to propose a vote of thanks to everyone who 

has helped in any way at all with the production of The BIFGA “Virtual” Spring Farm Visits. 

 

Following the initial idea in mid March, a great deal of work went into finding the “host” 

farms, and the sponsors. A suitable format was then discussed, and after many drafts, this  

“virtual” snapshot-tour of some of the main fruit growing areas of Britain was produced. 

 

I would like in particular to thank our “hosts” for taking the time to photograph various 

scenes on their farms, on or around, the 1st of May. It is always interesting to look around 

a farm, but this event has enabled us almost “simultaneously” to look at ten! It has also 

been most interesting to see differences between the various farms, as they are located 

over such a large geographical area— in fact, a rough calculation shows that the round-

trip adds up to approximately 800 miles! 

 

Grateful thanks are also due to all those Associate Members who have helped to sponsor 

this event—please reciprocate, and support them whenever possible. 

 

I would also like to say a special “thank you” to Judi Perry, our BIFGA Secretary,  for all the 

hard work that she has put in; also, to Sue Lisney (in my office) who has been responsible 

(with some much appreciated technical help from David Lucas, of Kent Information Tech-

nology Services Ltd., who created the BIFGA website) for bringing everything together—

thank you all very, very much. 

 

Once again, many thanks to everyone who has helped in any way; also to all “attendees” 

for joining the tour.  

* * * * * * * * * 

BASIS/NRoSO points: Professional BASIS Register members may like to know that an ap-

plication has been made for CPD and NRoSo points for this “Virtual” event. 

If you would like points (and working on the assumption that points are awarded) please 

email: secretary@bifga.org.uk with your BASIS Registration number/NRoSO Member num-

ber and your post code quoting the special reference: “I completed the BIFGA tour”. 

mailto:secretary@bifga.org.uk

